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is also important when identifying appropriate therapeutic
options for patients who have progressed on trastuzumab (TZ).
This study explores UK treatment patterns for women with
HER2 + MBC who progress while on TZ, and have been previ-
ously treated with an anthracycline and a taxane (A&T).
METHODS: Case histories from 2815 women with MBC seen
January 2006 to December 2007 were retrieved from the IMS
Advanced Disease Analyzer database: 421 had received TZ in the
metastatic setting. Changes in therapy were used as a proxy for
disease progression; patients receiving TZ monotherapy within
28 days of ending a previous regimen were excluded from this
deﬁnition to ensure that TZ use as a maintenance treatment was
not inappropriately characterised as progression. Therapeutic
regimens received post-progression were characterised for 98
patients who had progressed on TZ. Results were compared with
a UK treatment survey completed by oncologists with a specialist
interest in breast cancer (n = 92). RESULTS: Of the 98 patients
that progressed on TZ, 54 (55.1%) continued receiving a
TZ-containing regimen, most commonly in combination with
capecitabine (n = 21; 21.4%) or vinorelbine (n = 20; 20.4%).
Capecitabine monotherapy was also commonly used (n = 31;
31.6%). Re-challenge with a taxane was uncommon (n = 1;
1.0%). Major regimens received post-progression on TZ, as
identiﬁed from case histories, agreed closely with results from the
treatment survey. CONCLUSIONS: This study demonstrates
that, despite the lack of a robust evidence base in this population,
a high proportion of patients continue to receive a TZ-containing
regimen post-progression. This highlights a clear need for
evidence-based HER2 targeted therapy in a patient population
where effective treatment options are limited.
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OBJECTIVES: The objective of this study was to examine racial
differences in total and prescription related health care costs and
service utilization associated with adjuvant hormonal therapy in
women with primary breast cancer. METHODS: This was a
retrospective cohort study of Medicaid enrollees with hormone
receptor positive breast cancer newly starting adjuvant hor-
monal therapy. The study used North Carolina Medicaid data,
which was linked to the North Carolina Cancer Registry. The
patients were followed for one year after commencing the index
medication (tamoxifen or aromatase inhibitor) to collect the
data on medication utilization, health care costs, hospitalization
and emergency department (ED) visits. RESULTS: In this cohort
of 609 women with primary breast cancer, mean total health
care costs was $14,513.31 (SD = $15,233.17), which did not
differ signiﬁcantly across the racial groups [white = mean (SD)
$15,261.13 ($16,225.15); black = mean (SD) $13,580.61
($13,870.34); p > 0.05]. Overall mean prescription related costs
were $4612.18 (SD = $3509.59) with white patients having a
signiﬁcantly higher costs [mean (SD) = $5000.51 ($3582.29)] as
compared to black patients [mean (SD) = $4127.85 ($3360.83]
(p < 0.05). After controlling for select background variables,
prescription related costs remained signiﬁcantly higher in white
patients [p < 0.05]; however total health care costs did not differ
signiﬁcantly across the racial groups [p > 0.05]. The likelihood
of hospitalization was signiﬁcantly lower by 33% in black
patients as compared to white patients after controlling for select
background variables (p < 0.05). Black race was associated with
a 3% increase in the likelihood of an ED visit; however the
difference was statistically insigniﬁcant (p < 0.05). CONCLU-
SIONS: In this study white patients had lower non-prescription
related costs as a result of lower service utilization. Higher medi-
cation compliance in white patients may drive prescription
related costs upwards but may consequently reduce the total
health care costs.
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OBJECTIVES: Assess the geographical distribution of the
nationally available resources for the diagnosis/treatment of
patients with cancer in Greece, in order to identify disparities in
available capacity between various geographic regions that
impact on the equality of access to effective care. METHODS:
Due to lack of a centralized cancer registry as well as a national
hospital capacity database, there is no record of either cancer
prevalence or hospital capacity to treat cancer per geographic
region. In this light, a questionnaire-based survey was conducted
to all public and private sector hospitals in Greece, in order to
record their capacity to diagnose/treat cancer. Special emphasis
was placed on the recording of oncology clinic beds and chemo-
therapy beds. Data were clustered according to geographical
region (a total of 11 in Greece) and compared to the percentage
of the population in the region, as calculated in the 2001 census.
RESULTS: Major discrepancies were observed in the distribution
of resources in favor of large urban areas. The majority of the
nationally available oncology clinic beds and chemotherapy beds
(61.6% and 56.4% respectively) is located in the district of
Attica, an area where only 32.2% of the total Greek population
resides. Excess clustering above population percentages is
observed in 2 more districts (that include large urban centers, as
well), whereas for 3 districts, mainly rural, accounting in total for
16,3% of the country population, no available beds were
recorded CONCLUSIONS: Clustering of oncology speciﬁc
resources exceeds the spatial concentration pattern of health care
services observed in Greece. Geographical misdistribution is a
major contributor to access inequalities in health. Fair allocation
of resources according to population distribution could contrib-
ute to achieving earlier access to effective health care, thus reduc-
ing the burden of the disease, lowering the cost for seeking
adequate treatment for the household and ensuring equality in
access.
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OBJECTIVES: The Slovak health care system is funded on the
principles of solidarity, non-proﬁtability and plurality in a
system of compulsory health insurance. Slovakia’s GDP is cur-
rently 58% of the EU 15 GDP average, but is forecasted to
reach 80% of the EU 15 GDP average by 2025. A person born
in Slovakia in 2002 can expect to live 73.9 years on average.
Leading disability causes as % of DALY in Slovakia (2002) in
total DALYs for men with malignant neoplasms were 14.4%
and for women 13.5%. METHODS: We have analysed the
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